
 

21.10.2016 

We, the school family of Sfantul Iacob School, Campulung, Romania, 

awaited this day with great anticipation.  As our feast day falls during the 

summer holiday we choose the Friday between 15th October (laying of the 

foundation stone 15.10.1996) and 23rd October (official opening 23.10.1997) 

each year for our school day celebration.  This year is very special as we are 

giving thanks for 20 years of education in our school.   During October the 

excitement around the school was tangible – classrooms were being decorated 

with the theme of the celebration, a concert was being prepared, invitations 

were sent out and as all the celebrations were taking place outside (our school 

hall is not big enough) an eye was kept on the weather forecast as the stage 

was erected.  Each year our school day is linked to a harvest festival.  The 

parents and children take time to decorate the fruit and vegetables and they 

send some of the food that they have preserved in jars for the winter.  The 

produce offered are given to the elderly in our soup kitchen and needy 

families.  

 

 

 



Sisters Teresa Murphy and Maria Rosa (who was with us in 1996) were the first 

of our visitors to arrive.  They came on the Wednesday and the sisters from 

Onesti and Tomesti came on Thursday.  The sisters in Campulung appreciate 

the efforts all made and the long journeys travelled to be with us.  It was lovely 

to have all the Sisters of St. Paul who live in Romania with us for a few days.  

We remembered those sisters who worked in the school over the years but 

were not able to be present with us. 

The 21st arrived and we were ready.  

Our reception committee consisted of the 

executive director, Dl. Catoiu Claudiu, four 

children from class 8 and I, the spiritual 

director and other children were in place 

to show our guests round the school when 

they had finished their coffee.  These 

children assured me they could manage 

when I told them that some visitors only 

spoke English.   

 

The Association we work through is 

“Inima Deschisa” – “Open Heart” and 

the celebrations began with our school 

dance on the basketball pitch.  The 

children always enjoy this as they dance 

to very catchy music. 

 

Then the official part of the ceremony began.  The weather was cold but 

the rain, which had threatened all morning, stayed away.  I availed of the 

opportunity to thank the Congregation, staff, pupils and families both present 

and past as well as the “extended family” for their role in establishing and 

sustaining Scoala Sfantul Iacob over the twenty years and asked God’s blessing 

for the future.  As we looked through the records for material for our displays 

we were amazed at how much had happened and at how much we had 

forgotten. Unfortunately, the Arch Bishop was not able to be with us but our 

Auxiliary Bishop, Bishop Cornel Damian was, and addressed the gathering and 

congratulated the staff and pupils on their many achievements.  He spoke very 

eloquently about the Congregation saying that both he and the Archbishop are 

very grateful for the enormous support given to the people of Romania in the 

parishes where we work, that we are one of their preferred Congregations 



because of our dedication, faithfulness and commitment to offers of 

involvement and our high standard of education. 

 

The deputy mayor who read a message from the mayor was equally 

lavish in his praise for the school and for our involvement in the life of the 

town. Sister Maria Rosa shared an interesting story and reminded us of an 

incident that happened during the official opening twenty years previously. 

Sister said how impressed she was when, at the end of that ceremony each 

teacher, carrying a crucifix lead her class to their classroom. One of our past 

pupils from the first group of children shared her memories and appreciation 

of the education she received in Sf. Iacob. The parents organised a cake sale, 

the proceeds of which go to help the many special needs children we have in 

the school. 

 

A very large crowd was 

present on the day   

 

 

 

 

 

The children entertained the staff, 

parents and visitors with their many 

concert items, all of which were 

very much appreciated. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

At the end of the concert the director thanked all for coming and in 

particular for staying despite the cold weather.  After about two hours in the 

open air all were glad of the buffet meal and an opportunity to chat with 

friends. Thirteen generations of pupils have passed through our doors and it 

was lovely to meet so many of them and hear their stories. Many of their 

parents were also in attendance especially of past pupils who were not able to 

be present.  All expressed their deep gratitude for the education they had 

received, the impression the teachers had made on them and the values they 

were encouraged to live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That weekend the Bishop was here in the parish for his pastoral visit and 

confirmed some children during the Sunday mass.  Our visitors left us on 

Sunday for Moldova, England and Ireland.   

Even though he was very 

tired, the Bishop and Monsignor 

Ungureanu, (one of Teri and 

Cecilia’s lecturers at the 

University) who accompanied him 

over the weekend came to visit us 

on the Sunday evening as part of 

the Bishop’s parish pastoral visit.  

They chatted with us for about an 

hour and you will be pleased to 



know that all is in order and a favourable report was taken to the Arch Bishop!!  

The Bishop visited our school again on the Monday to address the whole 

staff.  He again thanked everyone and encouraged all to continue their 

commitment to education based on Christian values.  He reminded us that we 

are one of a number of Christian educational establishments but the one with 

the highest standards in the diocese if not nationally.  He brought us two boxes 

of books for our library.   

It was a wonderful 

weekend of looking back 

with gratitude and forward 

with hope.  Many seeds have 

been planted and are 

bearing fruit in different 

ways and in many countries. 

From the school family and 

from the three of us, thank 

you to the Congregation for 

all the support over the years 

and we know it will continue.  

Thank you too for your very generous gift for the occasion and for the cards 

and messages received for the occasion.  We have memories (not only the 350 

photographs taken by the photographer) of happy faces, sentiments shared, 

gratitude expressed that will last us a lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I include letters received from three past pupils for the occasion. 

 

My Impressions 

I studied in “Sfantul Iacob” school for nine years:  between 2004 and 

2013 and now I say “Thank You” to my parents for the choice they made for 

me. 

 From the beginning I understood that everyone in that school from the 

head teacher to the women who kept our classrooms clean, cared for us, the 

children who were beginning life outside their parents’ “nest”.  We saw 

teachers as our parents.  They taught us more than mathematics, Romanian, 

chemistry etc. they educated us.  They managed to show us some important 

qualities such as honesty, friendship and equality and I believe that these have 

a positive influence on how a child’s character and personality are shaped. 

 The conditions in this school were, without a doubt, better than those 

that any other school in Campulung could have ever provided pupils with.  

Everything was in its place, all was arranged so that it created an ideal learning 

environment while the technology in school was up to date.  

I can sincerely say that this school helped me shape my future.  I had the 

opportunity to participate in lots of activities and in lots of competitions and 

Olympiads which enriched my knowledge and provided me with a place in the 

best class at High School. 

 Sfantul Iacob school is truly a “Loving Family” and if I were to repeat 

those nine years of study I would definitely choose it again. 

 Finally, I want to say that I am grateful to my form teacher, Sister 

Kathleen Murphy because of whom I am now able to write this letter and 

because of whom new opportunities came to me along with the acquired 

knowledge of English. 

                         Happy 20th Anniversary, 
              Vasi Alexandru. 
 

Alex is a pupil in a high school in the town.  He is in his final year and hopes to 

continue his studies at a University in Germany next year. 

 

 

 



My School 

 

On this great occasion I would like to express my utmost respect and gratitude 

to the School that represented and still represents a family for me and most of 

my generation.  

Twenty years ago we were full of emotion and hopes when the School started a 

project that was going to change the lives for so many children and families. It 

definitely changed mine in the sense that it gave me the education, love and 

support that I wouldn’t have dared to wish for from any other school. 

 It gave me the greatest start in life which is so important for any child who 

needs a proper guidance, care and attention. All my memories about the School 

are well preserved in my heart and whenever I think about them it gives me 

such joy and of course nostalgia, that I wish we could go back in time at least 

once and live again those precious moments.  

I thank from my heart all my previous educators and teachers who supported 

and guided me through my first years in life; they did and still do a hard but 

rewarding and beautiful job that can only be very much appreciated by us all.  

A very special thank you to our dear Sister Kathleen who made so many things 

happen and gave so much love and support to all those needing it.  

I am very saddened not to be able to participate to this celebration today 

however my thoughts are there, wishing all the best to all future projects of the 

School and very best regards to all teachers, children and those involved in 

making the School such a loving family. 

With love, 

Alexandra Trusca (1996 – 2004) 

Alexandra is now working in Austria 

 

 

 

 

 

 



’Sfantul Iacob’ School has always been and will be 

for me a loving family, a place where I felt the support of 

all those around me like no-where else since I left. 

 It is 20 years since the school was established, but I 

remember the first day as if it was yesterday. I remember 

stepping nervously into a room, where we were met by 

Sister Kathleen Murphy, Mrs Emilia Tudosie the 

Headteacher, Fr. Petru Paulet and the two class teachers, 

Mrs Petruta Popescu and Mrs Cristina Andrei. This was to 

be our first encounter with our new school family. 

 About 40 children of 6 or 7 years of age, accompanied by parents and 

grandparents, were waiting with interest and curiosity to find out which class 

teacher they were going to be guided by for the years they were going to spend 

in the primary school. I remember being quite anxious, but I also remember 

how my anxiety left the moment I heard the warm voice of a teacher who was 

encouraging us and telling us how she will be accompanying us on the next 

phase of our journey. I didn’t know much English then, so I didn’t understand 

everything she said, but the gentle sound of her voice reassured me that I was 

going to be alright.  

 We spent 8 wonderful years in ’Sfantul Iacob’ School, and how I wish I 

could go back and relive them again. Those 8 years brought all of us from the 

two forms together and helped us become really close.   

In a world which is chasing crazily towards indifference and non-values, I 

feel that in this school we were always guided and encouraged to do our best 

and to treasure the Christian values. We were always praised, more so if we 

reached higher than our own potential, and were encouraged if we didn’t do as 

well as we were able to. The teachers were really helpful and always tried to 

find the reason behind our not so good results. They were very supportive and 

did all they could to help us resolve our issues.  

 Besides thanking all those in ’Sfantul Iacob’ School for the very good 

education they gave us, I also need to say thank you for the friends I have 

today. Most of them are former colleagues of all ages, and one of the reasons 

why we have remained friends is the fact that in this school we were taught 

that the only competitor we had was ourselves of yesterday, and our 

colleagues were there to support us and motivate us to become ourselves of 

tomorrow.  

Another reason why I need to say thank you to ’Sfantul Iacob’ School and 

particularly to Sister Kathleen is the fact that we were taught what it means to 

have a purpose, a motivation and a direction in life. It is good to run, but it is 

extremely important to know whether, after finishing the race, you have 

reached your destination. The few minutes spent in the chapel every day before 



lessons started have helped me find the answer to the question ’Why?’, and 

this answer is the fact that I will do all I can in life in order to help others.  

 I am saying this in all honesty, I will always keep each one of you 

teachers in my heart, you who have helped me find a purpose in life. Thank you 

for your patience, your support and for your care, for cultivating in us a team 

spirit that will take us far. I think the fact that many of us keep coming back 

every time we have an opportunity, speaks volumes.   

 I still have the photo of all of us, children and teachers, taken at the end 

of class 8, on my desk. It helps me go back to the motto on it every day, and 

this motto is ’Go forward with hope and courage towards discovering your way 

in life!’  

 Thank you, ’Sfantul Iacob’ School, for giving us hope, courage and 

motivation. Thank you, Sister Kathleen, for your love and patience.  

     

Albulescu Olga  (1996 – 2004) 

 

Olga is now a medical doctor in Bucharest. 

 

 

Having read these children’s comments I think we, as a Congregation,  

have confirmation that the decision to respond positively to Arch Bishop 

Robu’s invitation to help with education in Romania was the correct one.  

 

Once again thank you all for the support we receive from all the 

members of the Congregation.    

        Sister Kathleen Murphy 

 


